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Duplex carburettor; meals taken sitting on valises and
trunks; working on into the darkness with the light
from a wandering lead and the armoured car's head-lamp
shining on the engine and the faintly lit figures of the
tired workers; tools being lost and found; strolling around
talking over many things with Willock; the D.H.ga's
return with the repaired stay; all these were but incidents
in the long toil, to get the new engine in. What made
it much more troublesome was having to change the
propellers over in the metal bosses,, and put the car-
burettors on. It was extraordinarily lucky that some-
one found the cracked induction pipe, for otherwise we
might have got it on and the radiator fixed ..tip, and then
found that the engine would not run. Up at dawn the
next morning, a snatch of breakfast, and by 10 a,m.
we were ready to run up. Bennet had left in his
Vimy fairly early to reach Ziza and get filled up.

On the afternoon we arrived I found an insect running
about among the stones, about one and a half inches
long, called a Praying Mantis. It had a head like an
ape, and It sits up and prays. It used apparently to
be regarded as a sacred insect. Twice I went with
Phillips into the ancient Fort, I felt I could not face
it by myself. Ruined in a way, yet parts of it were
in remarkably good preservation. The roof, quite
fiat, was on one side whole. The building is square,
of three stories, each of less depth than the one below,
with a courtyard in the centre which you approach
through a barrel-vaulted archway. At the level of the
first floor there were signs of a gallery, and all the
chambers gave on to the courtyard. There were real
marble steps of slight slope running up, and below
burying themselves in the thick layer of nibble* Who